
Morning Prayer – May 16 Ascension Sunday 
 
Welcome / Announcements 
Opening Music: O Christ When You Ascended 
 
Opening Sentence:  Go and make disciples of all nations, says the Lord: And I am with you 
always, to the close of the age.  Matthew 28: 19-20 
 
Officiant:  With Jesus who promised his presence and the Spirit who showers her blessings 
People:  we gather in praise of God. 
Officiant:  Here let heaven and earth embrace 
People:  Here may God’s people find home. 
 
Officiant:  Eternal God, maker of the skies above, lowly Christ, lover of the earth and its people, 
unfettered Spirit, giver of gracious gifts, you are present among us.  O hidden mystery, Sun 
behind all suns, Soul within all souls, in all we touch, in all we meet, you are present among us. 
As bearers of your image, we come to be reshaped, 
People:  dependent on your mercy, we ask to be made new. 
 
(Silence is kept before the confession of sin) 
 
Officiant:  For the right roads we avoided travelling, and the kindly words we refused to share, 
for the false gods who received our worship and the true selves we have starved of love, God, 
by your grace, 
People:  forgive us. 
Officiant:  For the hidden hurts we held too tightly, and the promises which we never kept, for 
the careless use of our time and money, and the lame excuses we should never have made, 
God, by your grace, 
People:  forgive us. 
Officiant:  For all we should be and all we can amend, God, in your love, 
People:  renew us. 
Officiant:  For all you have in store for us, and all you may demand of us, God, in your love, 
People:  prepare us. 
Officiant:  To the life of the world and the love of its people, God, in your love, 
People:  commit us. 
 
Officiant:  Hear the words of Jesus:  Your sins are forgiven.  Go in peace.  Come and follow me. 
 



The Proclamation of God’s Word: 
Reader:  A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
Acts 1: 1-11 
Reader:  This is our faith story. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 47  
Clap your hands, all you peoples;* shout to God with a cry of joy. 
For the Lord Most High is to be feared;* he is the great king over all the earth. 
He subdues the peoples under us,* and the nations under our feet. 
He chooses our inheritance for us,* the pride of Jacob whom he loves. 
God has gone up with a shout,* the Lord with the sound of the ram’s horn. 
Sing praises to God, sing praises;* sing praises to our king, sing praises. 
For God is king of all the earth;* sing praises with all your skill. 
God reigns over the nations;* God sits upon his holy throne. 
The nobles of the peoples have gathered together* with the people of the God of Abraham. 
The rulers of the earth belong to God,* and he is highly exalted. 
 
Blessed are you, God of all the earth; you have called us out of every people and nation to be 
a royal priesthood and citizens of your holy city.  May our words of praise call the world to 
turn to the joy of fellowship with you, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
Reader:  A reading from the letter to the Ephesians. 
Ephesians 1: 15-23 
Reader:  This is our faith story. 
People:  Thanks be to God 
 
Reader:  A reading from St. Luke’s gospel. 
People:  Here, we seek wisdom. 
Luke 24: 44-53. 
Reader:  This is the gospel of the Christ. 
People:  A light on our path. 
 
Homily: Lori  
Music:  He is Exalted 
 
Affirmation of Faith 
 



We believe in God the Creator, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
 
We believe in Jesus the Redeemer,  
who lives in our hearts through faith 
and fills us with his love. 
 
We believe in God the Sanctifier, 
who strengthens us  
with power from on high. 
 
We believer in one God; Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier.  Amen 
 
Prayers of the People:  Joan 
 
Collect of the Day:  Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven that 
he might rule over all things as Lord.  Keep the church in the unity of the Spirit and in the bond 
of his peace, and bring the whole creation to worship at his feet, who is alive and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and for ever. Amen 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name; your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  For 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen 
 
Music:  Jesus Shall Reign 
 
Dismissal: Now, whether the future be dark or bright, the road be smooth or rough, whether 
our cares be light or heavy, our song be strong or weak, may our hearts be warm and our hands 
open, our lives ever embracing and every embraced by God’s love.  And may the blessing of 
God go with us and flow out from us, wherever we go.  Amen 
 
Music:  Let There Be Love 
 
 


