
Looking Ahead to Lent:  Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 1st.  This 
annual season of preparation for Easter calls us to draw nearer to God by 
prayer, study, re-ordering of our lives and acts of generosity and compassion.  
Highlights of the season will include: 

Ash Wednesday (March 1st):  
Ashes to Go – taking the ashes of repentance to the streets.  8:30 a.m. start 
time. 
Penitential Service & Eucharist at 11:45 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

Lenten Program –  “Returning Home: Christian Faith in Encounter with Other 
Faiths.” Thursday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the parish hall meeting room, 
starting March 9th and finishing on April 6th. 

This 2017 Lent resource explores how Christian faith has been 
deepened and enriched by encounters with people of different religions.  
This is not a resource that necessarily emphasizes common ground or that is 
about dialogue, but how Christian faith has burned brightly following an 
encounter with the religious other.  You will find familiar Lenten themes in 
this material but with, what we hope, is a different approach. 

The theologian John Cobb described his deep encounter with 
Buddhism in terms of a journey to another land and culture: the newness, 
sometimes strangeness of the other, can be an enriching experience. 
However, when we return to the familiar, home is viewed with different eyes 
and a deeper, perhaps more profound, appreciation.  This is why we have 
called this resource “Returning Home.”  Christians who have lived alongside, 
and worked with, people of other faiths, often express their surprise and 
appreciation that their own Christian faith has been enriched by these 
encounters.  How is this the case?  Sometimes a practice such as fasting by 
Muslims in Ramadan has led Christians to think again about the Christian 
practice of fasting, or the understanding of a concept such as suffering in an 
Indic faith has prompted Christians to interrogate Christian understanding of 
redemptive suffering. 

Weekly Overview of “Returning Home”: 
Mar. 9th – A Journey into the Wilderness (Judaism #1) 
Mar. 16th – Remembrance of God’s Name (Sikhism) 
Mar. 23rd – Fasting (Islam) 
Mar. 30th – Greed, Non-Attachment and Compassion (Buddhism) 
Apr. 6th – The Crucified Jew (Judaism #2) 

Hidden with Christ – Sunday, April 2nd at 7:00 p.m.: A Lenten Evening of 
word, song, and silence. 
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9:00 a.m. – BAS Holy Eucharist 

Opening Hymn (screen) – Let Us Build a House 
Gathering of the Community    p. 185 
Gloria  p. 186 

Collect of the Day (in unison): Almighty God, your Son revealed in signs and 
miracles the wonder of your saving love.  Renew your people with your 
heavenly grace, and in all our weakness sustain us by your mighty power; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen 

The Proclamation of the Word:      
Leviticus 19: 1-2, 9-18 (Mary Feltmate) 
Psalm 119: 33-40    p. 870 BAS 
1 Corinthians 3: 10-11, 16-23 (John Greer) 
Gradual Hymn 561 (CP) – Lord, Your Word Shall Guide 
Gospel:  Matthew 5: 38-48 (Sara Hazelton) 

Homily  
Prayers of the People 
Confession & Absolution p. 191  
The Peace  p. 192 
Offertory Hymn (screen) – When I Needed a Neighbour 

Prayer over the Gifts:  Merciful God, accept all we offer you this day.  Lead 
us to love you with all our heart, and to love all people with your perfect 
love.  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ.   Amen 

Celebration of the Eucharist #1 p. 193 
The Lord’s Prayer    
Breaking of the Bread #2 p. 212 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us peace 

Communion Hymns (Congregation receives first, followed by the choir) 
85 (CP) – Shepherd of Souls;  (screen) – Prayer of Peace  
Prayer after Communion  p. 357 
Doxology p. 214 
Children’s Hymn (screen) – Brother Jesus 
Blessing 

Recessional Hymn 487 (CP) – Where Charity and Love Prevail 
Dismissal  p. 215 
(screen) – May the Lord 

Greeters:  Harold Wilson, Ina Major, Mike Stokoe, Rob Shaw 

Chancel Guild:  Sylvia Jeffery, Lynn Rawlinson, Debbie McNutt, Carol 
Adams 

Provincial Prayer Care:  Diocese of Montreal (Bishop Mary Irwin-Gibson).  
Give thanks for the ministry of Missions giving warmth in winter months 
(MTL); New territorial archdeacon and Canons, ministry of layreaders, 
Threshold Ministries 88th anniversary, and national consultation on 
emerging local initiatives in theological education and ministerial 
formation (FRED); Those who support school breakfast programs, Church 
Lads Brigade, hospital chaplains and Christian counsellors, synod office 
staff of Eastern NL, and retired clergy association (ENL); Having purpose in 
our lives and the capacity to share the gospels of Christ (QUE); Dartmouth 
Regional Confirmation, those who are stepping into leadership at parish 
annual meetings, and building relationships between Lutheran and 
Anglican clergy (NSPEI); and parish and congregational committees (CNL).  
Please pray for the Mission of the Church, especially Marks of Mission #1 
and 2, the Montreal Diocesan Theological College, and Vision 2020 as 
parishes rise to new challenges and engage in bold new ministries (MTL); 
Graduates of Queen’s College who bring the Good News of Jesus Christ 
throughout the world, parishes as they seek to forge new partnerships in 
their neighbourhoods, those who will bring new vision and leadership to 
vestries, and parishes that are preparing for their annual meetings (ENL); 
Those participating in the formation program for new bishops at 
Canterbury Cathedral, congregations as they prepare for annual vestry 
meetings, church wardens and treasurers, for greater awareness in our 
churches of our role in environmental issues, the Pastoral Care Ministry in 
Quebec City, Coordinator, the Rev. Edwin Stretch, and The Rev. Cynthia 
Patterson and the ministry of hospitality at Bishopthorpe (QUE); A blessed 
and holy Lent, and annual parish meetings (CNL). 

Praying for our Parish Families:  This week we pray for Mr. & Mrs. Bryan 
Taylor, John & Susan Stanfield, Linda Higgins, and Peggy & Robert Winters. 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:  Colleries Parish (The Rev’d Vernon Reid & Bong, 
The Rev’d Myrna MacMullin, Assistant Priest, and Robert). 



Altar Flowers are placed to the glory of God and in loving memory of our 
beloved friends of St. John’s Parish from Carla and Placide Chiasson. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Tue., Feb. 21st  – Parish Council 7:00 p.m. 
Wed., Feb. 22nd –  Eucharist 12:00 noon 

  Confirmation Class 3:45 p.m. 
  Choir 6:30 p.m. 

Thurs., Feb. 23rd - Nursing Home Communions 10:00 a.m. (Wynn Park) 
   10:30 a.m. (Debert Ct.) 

Fri., Feb. 24th –    Meditation 11:00 a.m. 
Lectionary Lunch 12:00 noon 

Sat., Feb. 25th – Community Dinner 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday, Feb. 26th:  Last Sunday after Epiphany 
8:00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP) 
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (BAS)   
No Sunday School 
11:30 a.m. Bookworms and Church Mice 

Annual Meeting:  Today following the 9:00 a.m. worship in the upper hall.  
Join us for a light potluck luncheon and the meeting to follow. 

Bookworms and Church Mice will meet again next Sunday, February 26th 
after the 10:00 a.m. service.  The book for discussion will be Winter Garden 
by Kristen Hannah.  All are welcome!! 

Bishop Ron will be with us in the parish on Sunday, March 5th, Lent 1, when 
we will celebrate the rite of Confirmation at our 10:00 a.m. worship.  Please 
pray for those taking our Confirmation class:  Evan Hunt, Daniel MacInnis, 
Tyler Tattrie and Caelan Shaw. 

Our Shrove Tuesday Pancake & Sausage Supper is back!  The Supper will be 

held on Tuesday, February 28th from 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.  Tickets for the Supper 
are $8.00 per adult or $4.00 for children 10 and under and will go on sale 
today. All proceeds will go towards supporting our youth to attend CLAY 
2018 in Thunder Bay, Ontario.  Anyone interested in assisting with this event 
is encouraged to contact John Greer (895-1422), Elaine MacInnis (956-2708, 
elaine.macinnis@gmail.com) or Michael Sherren (893-8074). We are also 
looking for volunteers to bake gingerbread cakes for the dessert.  A signup 
sheet is available at the back of the church today. 

Once again the Chancel Guild will sponsor, throughout the month of 
February, a "Baby Needs Drive" as our contribution to the Colchester Food 
Bank.  Items such as clothing, diapers, wipes, soaps, lotions, shampoo, and 
baby food are most gratefully accepted and will be delivered at the end of 
the month. Thank you in advance for contributing to this much needed 
project. Contacts: Prue Hansen (893-3526) and Maria Murphy (895-3270). 

Our Mitten Tree has gone up for another year!  We welcome your 
donations of warm hats, mittens and scarves which we will give to local 
elementary schools.  

Time Capsule:  During re-furbishing of a downstairs storage area, an old 
safe has come to our notice.  We are planning a parish time capsule 
project.  Objects, photos, and reminiscences may be contributed by 
individuals, parish groups and others.  Think about your contribution now.  
We will begin to collect them during Lent with a view to putting our time 
capsule “to bed” at Easter. 

Refugee Family Update:  At the most recent meeting of committees 
supporting the Hrez family, the following needs were identified:  1.  
Additional drivers are needed, especially with larger vehicles for trips 
where the whole family needs to travel together.  2.  An employment 
committee has been established.  People with ideas and connections to 
potential employers are being sought.  3.  Baby committee has been 
established.  The Hrez family is expecting! Their baby boy is due to arrive in 
early May. The “baby committee” is looking for Government of Canada 
approved baby items for the family. These items include a crib, high chair, 
car seat, baby monitor, baby bath tub, stroller, change table and baby 
carrier. The committee would like to hear from anyone who has any of 
these items they would be willing to donate. Please contact Hazel Sherren 
902 893-8074, hazelsherren@gmail.com, Colleen Glasgow 902 985-6975, 
rrrteacher2011@gmail.com, or Colleen Dale mcdale@nstu.com    A shower 
is being planned, details and gift items to follow.  

Again this year, Truro Homeless Outreach Society is sponsoring the Coldest 
Night of the Year walkathon to raise money for our local homeless shelter.  
The walk takes place on Saturday night, February 25th.  St. John’s will be 
entering a team again this year.  Pledge sheets are at the back of the 
church.  Speak to Rev. Lori to sign up.  The walk is fun and family friendly 
and the food and sense of community spirit are great!  Why not join us?  
Walkers are seeking and accepting pledges now. 
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